Subcommittee Chair Report 

May 8, 2008

Boston, Massachusetts

	Subcommittee:


	Aquatic Habitats

	Chair/Co-Chair:


	Hilary Neckles/Al Hanson

	Indicators Selected:


	1. Area of salt marsh
2. Area of seagrass

3. Number and distribution of tidal restrictions

Note that these indicators function at a very large scale to address questions regarding distribution and extent of critical habitats in the region; data on additional, higher-resolution indicators are being collected to address questions regarding the condition of coastal and aquatic habitats and the causes of habitat change.  This work is being furthered by HMSC, see http://gulfofmaine.org/council/publications/HMSC-Regional-Monitoring-Framework.pdf

	Possible interactions with other subcommittee indicators:

	Habitat is linked to all other indicators in ecological and decision-making sense.  Formal links to other subcommittees are peripheral.  It is unclear how more direct interactions would facilitate current focus on synthesizing indicator data.  However, interactions on interpretation and reporting across indicators will be very valuable. E.g., examinations of distribution and extent of salt marshes in relation to climate change indicators may provide a basis for analysis of susceptibility of coastal habitats to sea-level rise; distribution and extent of eelgrass in relation to eutrophication and land-use indicators may suggest cause-effect relationships.  Opportunities for interaction multiply once it is possible to overlay data on different indicators.

	Status of Process: (data discovery, analysis, etc)


	Data discovery and collation:

Data on indicators 1 and 2 (as numbered above) are available in digital form for states and are largely ready to be loaded into tool; not available in digital form for provinces.  
Data on indicator 3 also available for states, some exists for provinces but is piecemeal from individual projects in specific regions.

	Issues encountered: (scale, thresholds, etc)


	Retrieving data from provinces has been identified as a real hurdle to generating regional picture.

	Specific issues for which assistance/interaction is needed:


	Assistance is needed to retrieve data that are available.  Christine has been overseeing this effort – tidal restriction data were collated by contractor; habitat area data exists in each state’s GIS database.
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