Subcommittee Chair Report 

May 8, 2008

Boston, Massachusetts

	Subcommittee:


	CONTAMINANTS

	Chair/Co-Chair:


	ADRIA ELSKUS

	Indicators Selected:


	1) SEDIMENT QUALITY TRIAD
- sediment contaminants

- benthic community structure

- sediment toxicity assays

2) SHELLFISH SANITATION PROGRAM

- shellfish E.coli/bacteria concentrations

3) GULFWATCH

- mussel body burdens of contaminants

	Possible interactions with other subcommittee indicators:

	Eutrophication indicators (since changes in community structure may be caused by nutrient overloading as well as by contaminants)

	Status of Process: (data discovery, analysis, etc)


	1. Gulfwatch - waiting on Christian Krahforst to update the Gulfwatch data. Unable to obtain Maine Blue Mussel data.

2. Sediment triad data -

Downloaded: 

      NCA data 

      USGS data 

      Mass bays program data              

Not downloaded: Environment Canada, MWRA,  National Status and Trends data

3. Shellfish Sanitation Data -download not yet attempted.

	Issues encountered: (scale, thresholds, etc)


	- Except for the Hyland triad data, I haven't looked at any of downloaded data, so do not know if such issues are of concern (other than issues related to which tables of triad data are  most useful).

	Specific issues for which assistance/interaction is needed:


	Determining which triad data tables to use.  Assistance from other committee members (e.g. David Page) would be helpful.
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