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GOMC Working Group Meeting 
Meeting Agenda  Wednesday, October 24, 2018 

1:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET / 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM AT 
 

EASTERN TIME 
 

1:00 PM 
 

 
Welcome, Introductions, and Overview of Objectives for the Meeting 
Theresa Torrent, Working Group Chair 
Maine Coastal Program  
 

 

1:05 PM Networking / Roundtable Updates 
Working Group members will provide general networking updates plus 
any quick updates regarding GOMC initiatives. 
 

 For Information 
 

1:40 PM GOM 2050 Planning 
GOMC members of the planning committee for the Gulf of Maine 2050 
symposium will provide an update on plans. Working Group members 
will be asked to provide suggestions for experts who may be 
interested in helping to develop scenario papers related to climate 
impacts on the Gulf of Maine. 
   

 For Information 
 For Direction 
 
 
 
 
Briefing Note: pp. 4-7 
 

2:00 PM Developing Agenda for December 2018 Council / WG Meeting 
Working Group members are asked to provide feedback regarding the 
draft agenda for the December 2018 Council / WG meeting.   

 For Information 
 For Direction 
 
Briefing Note: pp. 8-9 
 

2:30 PM GOMC Plans for 2019 In-Person Meeting 
Theresa Torrent, Darryl Eisan and Joan LeBlanc will provide an update 
regarding plans for the June or July 2019 GOMC meeting and awards 
reception. 
 

 For Information 
 For Direction 
 
 
Briefing Note: pp. 10 
 

3:00 PM Adjourn 
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Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment 
Meeting Briefing Note 

Title of Agenda Item:  Gulf of Maine 2050  
 

Submitted by:    Theresa Torrent and GOMC members of the planning committee 
 
Type of Item (place X 
in appropriate box) 

For Decision  For Direction x For Information 
(internal GOMC) 

x For 
Information 
(External) 

 

Background (required): 
 
Several members of the Gulf of Maine Council have been working together with partner organizations 
to plan for a multi-day symposium – Gulf of Maine 2050: Challenges and Opportunities for Regional 
Resilience. The symposium will take place November 4 – 8, 2019 at The Westin Portland Harborview 
in Portland, Maine. A separate workshop, April 9-11, 2019 at Huntsman Marine Science Centre, will 
focus on development of scenario papers. 
 
 
Actions, Outcomes or Decisions Requested: 
 

• Working Group members are provided with an update regarding plans. 
• Working Group members provide feedback regarding overall planning efforts. 
• Working Group members provide recommendations about experts who may be interested in 

helping to develop scenario papers focused on describing how potential changes related to 
climate and other factors could impact Gulf of Maine environmental, community and 
economic conditions over the next 30 years. 
 

Supporting Documentation (If applicable, list additional documents included in the Briefing Book 
following this Briefing Note):  
 

• Gulf of Maine 2050 – Overview Document (updated October 2018), pp. 5-7 
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Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment 
Meeting Briefing Note 

Title of Agenda Item:  Planning for December 2018 Council / Working Group Meeting 
 

Submitted by:    Theresa Torrent and Joan LeBlanc 
 
Type of Item (place X 
in appropriate box) 

For Decision  For Direction x For Information 
(internal GOMC) 

x For 
Information 
(External) 

 

Background (required): 
 
 
December 2018 - GOMC Council and Working Group Teleconference Meeting 
Tuesday, December 4, 2018, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM ET / 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM AT 

• US Regional Site:  NH Department of Environmental Services, Portsmouth, NH 
• Canada Regional Site: none set up at this time 
• Draft agenda included following this briefing note 

 
 
 
 
Actions, Outcomes or Decisions Requested: 
 

• Working Group members are asked to provide feedback regarding the DRAFT  
December 2018 meeting agenda  
 

Supporting Documentation (If applicable, list additional documents included in the Briefing Book 
following this Briefing Note):  
 

• GOMC DRAFT Agenda for the December 2018 Council / Working Group meeting, pp. 9 
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DRAFT MEETING AGENDA 
 

Joint Council / Working Group Teleconference Meeting  
Tuesday, December 4, 2018  10 AM – 3 PM ET / 11 AM – 4 PM AT  

 

EASTERN TIME 
 

10:00 AM 
 

 
GOMC Council Meeting - Welcome, Introductions and Overview of Meeting Objectives  
Council Chair:  Kathleen Leyden, Maine Coastal Program 
 

10:10 AM Consent Agenda 
• Draft June 2018 Council / WG meeting summary 
• Draft October 2018 Working Group meeting summary 
• GOMA Update 

 

 For Decision 

10:15 AM Roundtable Forum 
Council / WG members discuss key issues facing jurisdiction and / or region.  

 For Information 
 

 
11:00 PM GOMC Initiatives 

Updates and discussion regarding progress in implementing 2017 – 2019 
GOMC Work Plan. Potential topics include:  

• GOM 2050 Symposium 
• Gulf of Maine GeoTour 
• Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning 
• EcoSystem Indicator Partnership 
• Gulfwatch 

 

 For Information 
 For Direction 
 
 
 

11:30 AM GOMC Refresher and Check-In 
Theresa Torrent and Joan LeBlanc will provide a quick overview of GOMC 
structure / operations and check-in about opportunities for improvement. 
 

 For Information 
 For Direction 
 

11:45 AM Protecting Right Whales and Other Marine Mammals in the Gulf of Maine 
Presenter - TBD 
Update from summer 2018 research regarding status of Right Whales. 
Management approaches to protect Right Whales and other marine 
mammals in the Gulf of Maine. 
 

 For Information 
 
 

12:15 PM Lunch (on your own)  
 

 
 

1:15 PM Ocean Planning 
Betsy Nicholson, NOAA 
Update regarding ocean planning on the US side in context of 2018 federal 
Executive Order. 
 

 For Information 
 
 

1:30 PM Creating Operational / Policy Guidelines for Coastal Development 
GOMC and Guest presenters - TBD 
Presentations and discussion about developing operational / policy guidelines 
for coastal development in context of coastal flooding related to extreme 
precipitation, coastal storm surge and sea level rise. 
 

 For Information 
 
 

2:45 PM GOMC Plans for 2019 
Kathleen Leyden, Theresa Torrent, and Joan LeBlanc will provide an overview 
of GOMC plans for 2019. 
 

 For Information 
 For Direction 
 

3:00 PM Adjourn 
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Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment 
Meeting Briefing Note 

Title of Agenda Item:  Plans for GOMC 2019 In-person Meeting in June or July 
 

Submitted by:    Theresa Torrent, Darryl Eisan and Joan LeBlanc 
 
Type of Item (place X 
in appropriate box) 

For Decision  For Direction x For Information 
(internal GOMC) 

x For 
Information 
(External) 

 

Background (required): 
 
Current status of plans:  
 
2019 GOMC In-Person Meeting 

• Plans for two-day in-person meeting and awards reception are currently in development 
• The meeting will most likely take place in Halifax, Nova Scotia 
• Potential dates in late June or the second week of July are being considered 

 
 
 
Actions, Outcomes or Decisions Requested: 
 

• Working Group members will provide feedback regarding proposed meeting plans. 
 

Supporting Documentation (If applicable, list additional documents included in the Briefing Book 
following this Briefing Note):  
 
n/a 
 

 
 


	Briefing Book

