Questions and Answers about the 2012-2017 Action Plan 
Q.  What is the Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment?

A.  The Premiers of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia and Governors of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine — the five states and provinces bordering the Gulf of Maine —established the Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment in 1989 to maintain and enhance environmental quality in the Gulf of Maine and to allow for sustainable resource use by existing and future generations. Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans, Canada serve on the Council as do non-profit and for-profit organizations from throughout the region.
Q. What is the 2012- 2017 Action Plan?

A. The 2012–17 Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment Action Plan presents the Goals, Outcomes, and Activities that the Council will pursue in this five-year period. Many Activities will be implemented in collaboration with partner organizations. The Action Plan addresses issues that require or benefit significantly from regional collaboration and have been identified as priorities by Council members representing federal, state, and provincial governments, non-government organizations, and business interests. In sum, it is a shared regional agenda for action that public, non-profit and for-profit coastal and marine organizations will work collaboratively to implement.
Q.  How will New Brunswick Benefit from this Plan?

A. New Brunswick has long benefited from regional monitoring and assessment programs created by the Gulf of Maine Council.  The Gulf Watch program and the Ecosystem Indicators Partnership, for example, provide timely information on levels of toxins in the marine environment and other important data so that resource managers can take appropriate action.  Further, New Brunswick has benefited and will continue to benefit from a special Restoration Grants Program that provides direct funding for on-the-ground habitat restoration projects such as one recently completed in Musquash Marsh.  (For more information on these programs please see the literature available at the information table).

Q. Why is this new Plan important for the people and businesses of New Brunswick?

A. The Bay of Fundy is one of our most economically and ecologically important resources.  We depend on it for food, transportation, recreation, and our sense of regional identity.  Yet, each day the Bay of Fundy suffers from untreated wastewater discharges, invasive species, degradation and loss of important coastal habitats, and other pressing problems.  The new Action Plan provides a unified approach that helps all the jurisdictions bordering the Bay of Fundy and Gulf of Maine work together to protect and conserve it for the use and enjoyment of current and future generations.
Q. Why is this event being held in New Brunswick?

A. On an annual rotating basis, one of the five states and provinces serves as the Secretariat for the Gulf of Maine Council and coordinates the Council’s work.  New Brunswick is currently leading the Gulf of Maine Council for 2011-2012 and thus this event is being held here in Saint. John.
